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fied that the propesed legislation is in the
interests of the people. With that econdi-
tion fulfilled, he should stand behind the
Government of the day. If we do that, our
united efforts will bring a greater mea-
sure of prosperity to the State than would
other wise be possible under the finaneial con-
ditions at present existing, Until such time as
the Government are able to devise some means
which will provide a greater step fowards
full-time employment for many thousands
of men now on sustenance, I believe we
shall never be able to enjoy any material
state of prosperity. Members will surely
agree with me in that view. As has been
pointed out by previous speakers, the
greater volume of prosperity in this or in
any other primary producing State is
largely in the hands of the elements, but I
still believe that as a result of the adop-
tion of a careful and unbiassed attitude
on the part of the Government, ably sup-
ported as they would be by members of
the Opposition, a genuine effort to improve
the conditions generally could be made.
For my own part I will at all times endea-
vour to assist in the passage of any legis-
lation which, I am satisfied in my own
mind, is in the best interests of Western
Australia.

On motion by Mr. Watls, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 9.43 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—EDUCATION.
Goldfields High School.

Hon. C. G, ELLTOTT asked the Chief
Secretarv: 1, In connection with the Gold-
fields High Sechool, wihat was the total cost
of—{a) huildings, (b) furniture? 2, What
provision has been made for a supply of
water should an outbreak of fire oceur at
the sehool?

The CHIEY SECRETARY replied: 1,
(a) £7,864: (b) £1,622. 2, In addition to
the provision of standpipes in the quad-
rangle and an alarm counected to the Kal-
goorlie Fire Station, two street fire hydrants
have been installed mear the school. The
question of further safeguarding the school
from damage by fire is now under considera-
tion.

MOTION—NATIVE ADMINISTRATION
ACT.

To Disallow Regulations.

HON. G. W. MILES (North) [4.36]: I
move—

That the regulations {Nes. 1 to 9 ineclu-
give} relating to the Natives’ Medical Fand
made under the Native Administration Act,
1905-1936, published in the ‘¢ Government Gusz-
ette’’ of 2nd July, 1937, and laid on the table
of the House on 10th August, 1937, be and
are hereby disallowed.

No alteration has been made in the fees pay-
able in respeet of permits, a permit to em-
ploy one native costing 5s., and a general
permit £2.  The regnlations now provide,
howover, that in addition to the above fees
the permit holder shall contribute £1 per
head per annum in respeet of each and every
native emploved by him under the authority
of the permit. The Commissioner may, in
the case of wards or trainees of the Abori-
gines Department, or where a permit is de-
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sired for the emplovment of a native for a
period not exeeeding one month, accept a
lower contribution to the Natives' Medieal
Fund. I would like the Chief Secrelary, in
replying, to state how this regulation affects
mission natives. I hope it does not apply to
them in the same way as to natives employed.
Neither the Act nor the regulations define
what constitutes employment as regards
natives. Under the form of application for
a general permit as previously prescribed,
the applicant was required to state the
average number of aboriginals to be em-
ployed. It is understoed that no change is
contemplated in the form of application for
a permit, and consequently the contribution
to the medical fund will be payable in ae-
cordance with the number of natives inserted
in the application. The poirt there is that
on a station where natives are employed, in
addition to those actually employed, there
may be sonse old natives who eome np to do
some sweeping around the homestead or a
little work in the garden. It should be made
elear how the emplover stands in regard to
sach old natives, whether £1 per head is to
be paid by him into the medical fund in
respest of them. The old natives are prae-
tically kept by fhe station owner, and are
not employees. I do not think that in the
past such old natives have been put on the
permit. The regulations state that the Com-
missioner may, a: and whenever he shall
think fit, nse the moneys in the fund to de-
fray the wedical and hospital expenses and
the maintenance of any native who
falls il or becomes disrased, or who
suffers any injury or accident, whether
any such native is employed, indigent
or not. Where a native who is employed
becomes il or diseased, and the employer has
provided medical attention and medicines on
the property for the reason that the removal
to a hospital was not necessary, the em-
ployer is required to bear any expense in-
volved. Where such medical attention and
medicines are provided on the property be-
cause the patient could not with safety be
removed, the fund will bear the expense
involved, or reimburse the employer should
he have already paid the charges. Where
the employer has sent the native to the near-
est accessible hospital or to the nearest pro-
tector for medical attention and treatment,
and, in the opinion of the Commissioner, the
condition was not serious and medical atten-
tion was practicable at the place of employ-
ment, then the Commissioner may recover
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from the employer any hospital or doclor’s
fees which have been incurred in the treat-
ment of the native. Exception is taken
there, because it is considered that no station
owner would send a native in unless he
tbonght this was necessary for the purpose
of treatment. If the station owner sent a
native in and it turned out, after the native
had been a week or so in the hospital, that
the case was trivial-—though it might not
have appeared so to n station owner some
hundreds of miles out—the station owmner
should not be called upen to bear the cost.
If the Commissioner is satisfied that the con-
dition of the native made his removal to the
nearest hospital necessary, he “may,” from
the fund, pay the hospital and doetor’s
charges, or reimburse the employer if the
latter has already paid them. Objection is
raised to the word “may” in that regulation.
It is considered the regulation should pro-
vide that the Commissioner “‘shall” reimbnrse
the employer. There is not a great deal in
it, perhaps, because the regulation says “If
the Conmmissioner is satisfied.” If he is not
satisfied, he will not pay. However, if ke is
satisfied, he should undoubtedly refund any
payments made by the employer. Where an
employed native has suffered an accident or
becomes ill or diseased and he is treated on
the station because removal is not considered
necessary, the employer is required fo pay
the medical expenses and cost of medicines
jncurred, but in special cases the Commis-
sioner may, if he thinks fit, reimburse the
employer such expenses. That is all right.
The regulations provide that medieal atten-
tion shall include any necessary artificial
limbs or other surgieal or mechanical instru-
ments ordered by the medieal practiiioner
attending the native. Employers who pay
their eontributions to the medica)l fund are
relieved of their liability for worker's com-
pensation to an injured native or his de-
pendants under the provisions of the
Workers” Compensation Act, 1912-34. Al
though it was apparently the intention of
Parliament entirely to exempt contributors
to the Natives Medical Fund from any lia-
bility under the Workers’ Compensation Aect
in respect of natives in their employ, the
provisions of the Act do not in faet extend
such exemption to cover native employees
suffering from any of the diseases men-
tioned in the Third Schedule of the Aect,
amongst which is anthrax. That is evidently
a weakness in the Aet,

Hon. J. Nicholson: I think that was the
intention.
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The Chief Secretary: How many cases of
anthrax have oceurred among such natives?

Hon. @. W. MILES : Probably the matter
will require an amendment of the Native Ad-
ministration Act. The regulations take no
cognisance of the fact that many native em-
ployees are already entitled to free hospital
attention by reason of being eontributors
amnder the Hospital Fund Aect, having paid
“the required contribution of 1%%d. in the
pound on their earnings. That is where
natives are paid wages. T should say that
if & native is paid wages, it is not necessary
for the employer to pay the contribution of
£1 to the medieal fund. The Chief Secretary
may be able to clear up that point in reply-
ing. The objectionable features of the regu-
lations may be summarised as follows:—(a)
The contribution of £1 per head per annum
to the medical fund is unduly high, the seale
under the Northern Territory regulations
being—

Where not more than two ahoeriginals are em-
Pployed, 16a. per annum,

‘Where more than two, bnt less than six abor-
iginals are employed, £1 125. per anmum.

Where more than five, but less than 11 abor-
iginals are employed, £2 8s. per annum,

‘Where more than 10, but less than 21 abor-
iginals are employed, £4 per annum.

Where more than 20, but less than 41 abor-
iginals are employed, £8 per annum,

Where moro than 40, £16 per annum.

One of the main ohjcetions is that the charge
of £1 is too high, and that half of that
-amount would be reasonable. When a com-
parison is made with the position in the
Northern Territory, it is found that we are
‘paying almost double the amount paid there.
Unlike Western Australia, there appears to
‘be no legal obligation under the Northern
"Territory Ordinanee to insure natives under
‘the workers’ compensation legislation. I
‘take it that that is if we do not pay into the
‘medieal fund, but I understand that em-
ployers are compelled fo pay when the per-
'mit is issned. It has been explained to me
that the medieal fund is to be used for the
henefit of all natives, and the Aborigines
Department will thercby be relieved of ex-
penditure in respect of hospital and medi-
<cal attention for unemployed and indi-
gent natives, which expenditure it has
been called upon to bear in the past. The
onus is placed upon the employer of decid-
ing whether or not the condition of a native
who is ill or injured is sufficiently serious
to warrant his removal to the nearest access-
ible hospital, but where he exercises his judg-
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ment and removes the native, the Commis-
sioner may determine that such a removal
was unnecessary and requirve the employer
to pay any medieal and hospital expenses
ineurred. It is desired that that regulation
should he cut out heeause it is plain that no
employer would send a native to hospital
unless he seriously thought that it was in
the interests of the native that he should
have hospital and medical treatment.

On motion by the Chicf Secrctary, debate
adjourned.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fifth Day.
Debate resumed from the previeus day.

HON. H. 8. W. PARKER (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [4.49): I am afraid I am not
rising to congratulate the Government on the
progress made durivg the past few years.
In view of the wonderful prices we have
received for our gold, wheat and wool, con-
siderably more progress should have been
made than has heen the case. Furthermore,
to my mind matters of administration have
not been properly earried out. There has
been a certain amount of reflection east upon
this Chamber because Bills brought forward
by the Government have not been sanctioned
here, and it has been suggested that for that
reason the progress of the country bas been
retarded. Broadly speaking, no individual
has been seriously affected by the rejeetion
of any one of those Bills. On the contrary,
nearly all the contents of those Bills have
been placed before the tribunal which has
been set aside by Parliament teo decide
whether or not the various measures which
we were asked to adopt should, in fact, be
adopted. I refer partigularly to the pro-
visions of the Factories and Shops Act and
ene or two other Aefs with which the Arbi-
tration Court has eomplete authority to deal.
This Chamber has been the subject of a con-
siderable amount of controversy because cer-
tain Bills have been rejected. I notice that
remarks were made in another place that the
Address-in-reply debate was a waste of time,
I do not subseribe to that complaint, but T
do consider that many of us perhaps talk
for a longer pericd than may be necessary.
However, we cannot all be concise and yet
clear in what we sav, and we cannot make
our speeches in as few words as we might



(18 Avgust, 1937.]

wish to employ. It is a curious faet that
the people who eriticise us for the length of
our speeches on the Address-in-reply are
the same people who criticise us for saying
su little when we are against a measure,
when we have clearly seen what our duty is
and there s no need to labour the matter.
In sueh eircumstances Bills have been re-
Jected on the second reading without
reaching the Committee stage, when it
has been quite clear that the Bills could
not meet with the approval of the
House. There are certain administrative acts
of the Governmenf which T consider to he
absolutely wrong. A practice has been
introduced by the Government which might
bave far-reaching effect and be to the
great detriment of the people at large. I
refer particularly {o the appearance of a
clause in tenders calied by the Government
to the effect that no tender will be accepted
uniess unionists are emploved hy the ten-
derer. This is another matier which has
heen hefore the Avbitration Court from
time to time, the body which was set up to
decide this partieular question. Now the
Arbitration Court is over-ridden by the
Government saying to the tenderer, ‘*You
shall employ unionists.”” The Arbitration
Court does not say so.

Hon. J. Corpell: It is another form of
conscription.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: They go fur-
ther than that and this is what I so strongly
objeet to. They say that unless the em-
ployer who is a tenderer sees that the
men who assist to make the goods o be
supplied to the Government subscribe to
the funds of the Labour Party, his tender
will not be aceepted. It is no use saying
it is not so although the tender does not
say as much in s¢ many words.

The Chief Secretary: On a point of order
I would like to ask the hon. member to
withdraw that statement. It is utferly
untrue.

Hon. H. 8. W. PAREER: I should like
to be permitted to explain and if, after my
explanation, the Chief Secretary desires
me to withdraw, I shall be only too pleased
to do so. In fact, I shall be only too
pleased to withdraw anything I may say
if the Chief Seecretary, in his reply, will
convinee me I am wrong. 1 sincerely trust,
in the interests of the country, that T am
wrong ‘in what I am abont to say, but I
fear T am not. The tender form says that
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no tender will be aceepted unless financial
members of 4 union are employed. I under-
stand that is correct.

The Chief Secretary: That is an entirely
different statement from that made by the
hon. member a minute or two ago. I want
a withdrawal.

The PRESIDEKT: What is the particu-
lar stafement that the Minister desires
withdrawn?¢

The Chief Secretary: The hon. member
stated that the tender forms contained a
certain clamse and he mentioned words
which that clause was supposed to contain.
I say it contains nothing of the sort and
the hon. member knows it.

Hon, H. 8, W, PARKER: May I ask
the Chief Secretary whether I am correct
in saying that the tender form sets out
that a tender will be aceepted only where
the tenderer employs union labour and the
men are financial members of the union.

Hon. G. Fraser: That is not the state-
ment you made at first.

The Chief Seeretary: I am not going to
deal with any other question. I am draw-
ing attention to the fact that the hon.
member made an untrue statement and I
ask him to withdraw it.

Hon, J. Cornell: No member of this
House has a right to ask for the with-
drawal of the utterances of any member
so long as those utterances do not reflect
on any member of this House or apon the
House.

The PRESIDENT: Does the Chief Sec-
retary regard the remarks of the hon. mem-
ber as personally offensive?

The Chief Secretary: I do, Mr. Presi-
dent.

The PRESIDENT: In that ease, I think
the hon, member might withdraw.

Hon, H. §. W. PARKER: I withdraw
any reflections on any particular indivi-
dual whether it be the Chief Secretary or
any other member of the Government, but
I again say that the tender form sets out
that the men employed by the tenderer
must be members of a union, and that no
tender will be acecepted unless those mem-
bers of the union are financial. I take it
that I am not asked to withdraw that. I
only wish the Chief Secretary could ask
me to withdraw that.

The PRESIDENT: I understan: .hat
the hon. member states that he does not
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wish to personally refleet upon the Chief
Secretary or any other hon. member?

Hon, H. S. W, PARKER: Most decid-
edly, and I repeat that I sincerely trust
that the Chief Secretary will be able to
eontradict what I have said that the tender
form sets out that the tenderers must
employ unionists and that those unionists
must be financial, As there is no further
remark from the Chief Secretary I now
state that it is common knowledge that
union funds are used for political purposes.
Therefore, if union funds are used for
politieal purposes, the clause in the tender
form has exactly the same effect as if it
stated that unless the employees of the
tenderer subscribed to the party funds of
the Labour Government, the employer
would not receive the contract.

Hon. A. Thomson: That is the point; that
is what the honourable member intended to
say,

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: That is what I
wished to point out in my earlier remarks.

Hon. G. W. Miles: That is correet and
they eannot deny if.

Hon. H. 8. W, PARKER: I trust that the
Chief Secretary will be able to contradiet it,
and if he can, I hope he will be able to con-
tradiet it before he replies to this debate.
What will be the position if, whatever party
gets into power, the Government turn round
and say, “No tender will be accepted by the
Government unless the tenderer ean show
that the men employed by him have contri-
buted to the party funds” Why should not
the National Party, if it came into power,
say that no tender would be accepted unless
the tenderer could produce a receipt to show
that he subseribed to the party funds, or
that he was a finaneial member of the Em-
ployers Federation? What difference is
there? If we countenanee that, we shall be
reaching a very bad stage indeed in our
publie life.

Members: Hear hear!

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: I regret that
such a condition should be imposed in a
matter in which every citizen has a perfect
right to his liberty. Whether he be a worker
as an employer or an cmployee, he has a
perfect right to earn his livelihood in an
honest way without being bound to pay any
taxes other than these imposed by the Legis-
lature.

Hon. T. Moore: Which are many.
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Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: They are quite
sufficient, anyhow. Another thing that seems
entirely wrong in the administration is that
affecting transport, Recently I, with other
bonourable members, road board members
and citizens, waijed on the Minister for
Railways requesting that a railway siding be
put in to serve a certain suburb, as there
were eXeellent building sites in the locality.
The land was decidedly inexpensive and was
useful for building purposes; in faet, it was
one of the best sites in the distriet. But very
few houses are being built there because of
transport difficulties.

Hon. T. Mcore: Will the people ride in
trains nowadays?

Hon. H. S, W. PARKER: If the honour-
able member will listen, he might be enlight-
enred. The suggestion was that a railway
siding be provided. My figures might not be
quite ageurate, but I bhelicve the approxi-
mate ecost was £4000 or £5,000. The
Minister replied that the question of trans-
port was in the melting pot, and it was easy
to see that conditions of transport during
the past 15 or 20 years had entirely and ab-
solutely changed. With that statement every-
body must agree. The Minister pointed out
that if the siding were put in, there was
doubt whether it would ever pay for itself,
and, furthermore, money was so tight that it
was a matter of some moment for the Gov-
ernment to spend £3,000. Therefore, Cabinet
would have to consider what should be done.
A suggestion was made, “What about
buses?” My reeollection is that there was
neither yea nor nay to that question. If the
Government are not prepared to do some-
thing to facilitate the transport of the
people, why not let private individuals do
it? There are any number of people only
too anxious to risk their capital in opening
up new avenues of transport with buses,
but the policy of the Government is, “No,
we are going to have the State controlling
all transport.” It might be all right if we
had the money to provide the necessary
transport, but the Government have not the
money and will not let anyone else provide
it. I blame the Government for building uwp
in this city what will prove to be the future
gluma. People must have transport. We
have only to go to the suburbs to realise
that where fransport is provided, houses
spring up almost Hke wmwshrooms. If
people cannot get transport, the land re-
mains in ifts virgin state. Flats are being
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erected in hundreds. Ts there any more abo-
minable way for people ta live than in fats?

Alembers: Hear, hear!

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: To my mind it
is most deplorable to see our people housed
in flats.

1Ton. J. Cornell: Ts there any ncecessity for
it?

Hon. TI. 8. W, PARKER: There is no
neeessity for it. We are merely building
up slums for the future and they are heing
built up because of inadequate fransport.
There is any amount of money available to
satisfy all the requirements of transport by
means of buses, ete, and why shounld it con-
cern the Government if T choose fo invest
thousands of pounds in transport to some
of the suburbs? Even if 1 subsequently
lose my money, it is my risk. Why not let
me take the risk if, by so doing, my action
will henefit others? T ¢uite agree that Gov-
ernment money should not be risked in this
enterprise, but if a private individual con-
siders it to he a good investment, and it is
for the benefit of  the people, why not let
him undertake it? The people must live
where there is transport in order that they
might get to their work.

Hlon. G. Fraser: Are not flats being huilt
in districts wheve there is ample transport?

Ton, F. 8. W. PARKER: T am sorry if
T have not made myself clear. Flats ave
heing built becanse people have to erowd
into arveas where transport iz provided,
though we have vast areas into which the
population could spread. Tt is because
transport is provided that flats are heing
built in eity and suburbs. Private enter-
prise is able to provide the neeessary trans-
port. We have had the most striking
example of the incompetence of management
of transport in Western Australia during
the last fow weeks. A ferry has heen ran-
nine to South Perth for more than 30 vears,
and it needed a deputation recentiy to nsk
that the ferry and trams be timed to meet
rach other. Snrely any private eompany
wonld, in its own interests, ensure that the
trams met the ferry, or the ferry met the
tvams. The following advertisement ap-
peared in the “West Aunstralian” a fortnight
ago—

W.A. Government Tramways and Ferries.

South Perth Ferry and Tram Service.
Commencing on Monday, August 9, the ser-
vice between the boat and tram at South Perth
will be co-ordinated.
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An extra tram will run from Como to Mends-
street, and all boats will be met.

The ferry service between 8.0 and 9.0 am,,
and 5.0 and 6.0 p.m,, will be varied approxi-
mately two minutes to provide tram connee-
tions.

WILLIAM H. TAYLOR,
Genernl Manager.

It has taken all these vears to altey the
ferry times a matter of two minutes so that
the trams would not e pulling out just as
the ferry was pulling in.

Hon. G. W, Miles: The present Govern-
ment have not heen in office 30 years.

Hon. H. 5. W. PARKER: I am referring.
to all Governments.

Hon, G. Fraser: You were 2 Minister of
one Covernment.

Hon. H, 5. W. PARKER: I was not in
office long enough to alter things. 1 should
like the Government to consider the advis-
ability of enlarging the police force. With
a larger force much ecould be done to mini-
mise the number of traffic aecidents. All
who drive motor ecars fully realise that
drivers seldom give the signals correctly, and
that there is a lot of bad driving, sometimes
too slow, sometimes too fast, as well as a lot
of negligent driving. A private individual
does not feel disposed to report a negligent
dviver, the man who cuts in, cuts aeross,
fails to give signals, shoots into the main
stream of traffie, and so forth.

Hon, C. F. Baxter: He wonld be kept
very busy if he attempted to do so.

Flon. H. S. W. PARKER: If we had
more poliee palrol men, not to run motorists
in—I do not regard that as the way to con-
trol trafiec—but to advise and assist trallie,
cood results wounld follow. 1f a patrol man
saw a motorist cutting a corner, there wonld
not he any necessity, nnless xome danger
attached to the incident, to bring that man
hefore the court. A greaier number of pat-
rol men would be able fo advise drivers
where they were going wrong, and impress
upon them that they must not repeat the
offence. If people were instructed and
trained on the road to comply with the traf-
fic regulations and the rules of the road,
accidents would be fewer and there would
not be any greater number of prosecutions.
I do not think prosecutions have any bene-
ficial effeet. I regret to Le so critical to-day,
but, as a Western Australian, I feel that the
country, net of my adoption but of my
birth, is being shewn up in a shocking light
as in a hopelessly impoverished condition.
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I do not believe that that
Piesse quoted figures to show that in
fact our condition was not so bad
Yet we have a proposal that I hope will not
take form, althongh the Government appear
to have made up their minds upon it, to
crect at Fremantle a bridee of a type that
carly settlers in America adopted, and early
settlers in Western Australia without =a
brass farthing adopted. 1 reter to the erec-
tion of a wooden bridge to last say 30 years.
The bridge at Fremantle should e an out-
standing engineering work, not a mere rick-
ety, flimsy, wooden struoeture.  Admittedly
we grow the finest timber in the world for
bridge building, but it will not make a bridee
suitable for the purpoese. We should have
a bridge not costing £80,000 hut one whieh
the Sfa.c could well afford and shounld afford.
If the State eannot afford more than £80,000
for a bridge at Fremantle, we must be in a
very parlous condition.  The Government
have to decide what shall be done, T trust
that before Parliament meets for another
session plans will have heen prepared for a
bridge that will be a credit to the State. What
a disgraceful thing the Canning Bridge is!
Though it is one of the main arteries to the
connitry, it is a structure that we should have
expected settlers in 1840 to creet. I feel
much ashamed at the thought that, after thi«
country has been scttled for a  hundred
years, we are contem|.lating the ercetion of
wooden bridges. I do not propose to addireas
myself fo the question of State insurance.
as that matter will come up for consideration
later. At the beginnine of 1ast session the
Licut.-Governor's Specch wentioned  insur-
ance of third-party rizk for motorists, I am
sorry that a similar reference was not con-
tained in the Speech this vear, and that ne
mention whatever has been made of it. Com-
pulsory insnrance covering third-party risk
is long overdue and is certainly a malier
whick the Government conld well aford to
bring before us. To myv mind also the Licen-
sing Aet requires {o he re-vast. A good deal
of trouble has been caused on the goldfields.

is su.  Mr.

ITon. C. B, Williams: Onlx beeause of the
single-track mind of some of the people, hur
we do not bother about them,

Hon, H. 8. W. PARKER: I am one who
believes that the iaw, once it is passed, should
be earried into effeet, and if it is no good it
should he altered. We know that the Licen-
sing .Act has never been enforced to its full
extent, and T am not going to say that every
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law =hould be enforeed to its fallext extent.
But if the licensing law is wrong it shonld be
altered. and not he permitted to remain as
it stunds, so as to allow ene hotel to =ell
Jiguor and yefuse that right to another. That
kit ot thing leaves the door open to all sorts
of abuses.  The Licensing Act should be
drsstically amended to meet the conditions of
the ditferent parts ot the State.

Hon. J. Cornell: And brought up to date.

Hon. H. 8. W, PARKER: Yes; it is ab-
swid to think that on a Sunday o person
shoulil 1ot be permitted {o have a drink ex-
cept n hi< own house, or nuless he travel:
a certain distance, Why should a man have
to travel to obtain a drink, and why shounld
he only be gllowed to have it in his own
home on the Sahbath, or after hours? [ am
not in favear of throwing open holels altu-
wether, hut 1 cannot see any reasou. parti-
cularly in the sumwmer months, why & man
and s tamily cannot have a drink. suy, on
a hotel verandah on Sunday afternoon. Why
should he not!? What harn is there in it?
I would he in tavour of proviling a =evere
penalty for deankenness, but what we want
to do is to aveid making a person sneak in-
to the back room of a hotel on Sunday in
orler to get a drink.

Ion. ¢, B. Williams: There ix nothing of
that kind on the goldficlds, thank goodness!

Hon. 1T, 8. W, PARKER: T do uot see
why our licensing laws should not he more
in consonance with modern conditions of
living. Regarding the administration of the
Aer itself, we know, of course, that the
Licenses Reduetion Board has gone, and it
seeins to me that there would be a great sav-
ine in expense by reverling to something of
the nature of the former system of granting
licenses, Three gentlemen constitute the
licensing hench to-day, and undoubtediy they
have made a study of the licensing laws.
But is there any occasion for those gent!s-
men fo travel from one end of the State to
the other in the performance of their duties?
We have an able police foree to =ec that the
licensing laws are enforeed, and inspectors
amd police are appointed to see that hofels
are properly conducted. Is it neees<ary,
therefore, to ineur the great expense of send-
ing the three members of the licensing bench
all over the State merely to renew licenses,
and oceasionally, perhaps, grant a new one?
All that could be done quite casily by magi-
strates. I trust that the progress the coun-
try will make in the future will be greater
than it has been in the past. Although I o
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not know what the intentions of the Govern-
ment are with regard to cmnergency legista-
tion generally, I trust that they will not ask
the House to renew, among other Acts, the
Mortgagees’ Rights Restriction Aet, and that
if they do so, they will submit it in a con-
siderably altered form. I support the
motion.

HON. A. THOMSON (South-East)
[5.20]: Like the previouz speaker, I am
afraid I am going to be somewhat critical
with regard to some of the actions of the
Government. A considerable number of
people appear to be of the belief that the
time oceupied in debating the Address-in-
reply is so much waste of time; but I sin-
cerely hope that private members will hesi-
tate, before they discard a privilege which
is now theis, to speak on the motion for the
adoption of the Address, a privilege which
enables them to diseuss mauny matters of
moment, and whichk we would be denied the
right to refer to, except perhaps on the
Estimates. Slowly but sarely every Act of
Parliament, in effect, tightens up the privi-
leges of the people and makes the position
a little more difficult for the individual.
Therefore I say we, as members, should pre-
serve the right we now possess to refer to
subjeets generally when speaking on the
Address-in-reply. In the course of his ze-
marks, Mr. Fraser issued a friendly warning
to members of this House that it might be
possible some of us wounld be missing in the
future if we did not give the industrial legis-
lation submitted by the Government more
consideration than we have done in the past.
That statement, too, has been made in
another place. Ii certainly is a popular cry
that the Legislative Couneil prevents the wili
of the pcople being carried out, and many
go so far as to say that the Legislative Coun-
cil should be abolished. Those people seem
to forget the important fact that the Legis-
lative Couneil was the first form of Parlia-
mentary government we had in Western
Australia, and that it was the Legislative
Couneil, in effeet, that brought into heing the
Legislative Assembly. Speaking for myself
and other members, I feel sure that any
reasonable legislation brought hefore this
House will receive due consideration. The
Premier stated that he did not want to make
any threats or suggestion of reprisals, but
definite threats of reprisals have been made
outside the House, and it seems that the
threats have influenced members on the Gov-
ernment side to repeat them in the House.
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1 hope that we shall be able to work amic-
ably and pass legislation whiech wili be of
such a character as will benefit the whole of
the State. I believe that is the general desire
of every member of this House and another
place. As regards some legislation in which
this House refused te concur, the hon. mem-
ber who has just resumed his seat ve-
ferred to the Faetories and Shops Bill
and the Arbitration Aet Amendment Bill
Mr. Frager, in the course of his remarks,
congratulated the Government on the pro-
gress they had made in solving the unem-
ployment problem, but he felt that a great
deal remained to be done. He also added
that he intended to give the Government
ne peace until we reached the stage when
every man who was able to work was given
the opportunity to do so. I ask the Flouse
and the Government whether every man
is being given the right to work. T pro-
pose to show that is not the position. Re-
cently there was inserted a clause in ten-
der formng, a eclause which, in respect of
at least one of our faetories, the Albany
Woollen Mills, was not fully considered
from the point of view of the effect it was
likely to have on that industry at Albany.
If the Government ave going to put into
effect this ukase the result will prove seri-
ous. The clause reads:—

(9) Every tenderer, when lodging hig
tender, muat state in writing whether or not
the servants or employees whom he employs
in or in c¢onnection with the conduct of his
business, and who will be engaged in or in
connegction with the supply and delivery of
the gooeds by the tenderer, if his tender is
accepted, are financial members of a reg-
istered industrial union of workers in the
industry to which the tenderer’s business
relates; and if such tenderer’s tender be
aceepted the tenderer must wundertake as a
condition precedent and going to the root of
the contract that onty persons who are finan-
cial members of a registered industrial union
of workers in the industry to which the
tenderer’s business relates will he employed
by the tenderer in or im conmection with the
supply (including manufacture or preparation
where the goods are manufactured er pre-
pared by the tenderer in Western Australia)
and dclivery of the goods to he supplied by
the tenderer pursnant to the acceptance of
hia tender, unless the Treasurer for Western
Australia by writing vnder his hand approves
of other persons being so engaged.

This bears out entirely what was said by
Mr. Parker that the Government were im-
posing eonditions they had no right to
impese. Let us see what the position is
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with regard to the Albany Woollen Mills.
It my memory serves me correetly, quite
a uumber of us why desired to assist in
the establishment of those works invested
our money there, and we did not expect
any refurn tor some time. So we are not
disappointed. T understand that the mills
were advanced by the Government some-
thing like €G0,000, and incidentally T con-
gvatulate Mr. Kenneally, who was then
Minister for Industries, on having per-
suaded the GGovernmenl te assist the mills
to that extent at a time when the moneyx
was required. He said, **If you get an-
other £30,000 by way of debentures which
s essentinl to enable you to increase your
plant, the Governmment will take seecond
place, and the new debentures will have
fest elaim in respeet of payment.’’ Any-
one who has visited the works will realise
that there are employved there a number of
bovs and girls. The Government obtain a
considerable portion of their requirements
from the mills. What T ask now is whether
it iz the intention of the Government fo
sav that unless every boy and girl em-
ploved at the mills is a financial member
of a recognised union, no longer will the
Governmeni's needs he obiained from
the mills. In effeet, that is what they
say is to be imposed by the condi-
tions of the contract, If they adhere
to their principles, the Government will
be compelled fo proeure their require-
ments in woollen goods from the Eastern
States, where they may not be able to
enforce the restriction as effeetively ax
is proposed respecting goods manufactured
in Western Australia. That deals with the
position from the standpeint of the sup-
plying of goods. I now propose to read in
the House a clause that is inserted in a
notice sent to all eontractors and others
who may desire to submit tenders for the
erecfion of Government bmildings. Tt is
as follows:—

1. Preference shall he given to financial
mrmbers of reeognised unioms.

2. If other than financial members of recog-
nised unions are engaged, such persons shall
make application to join the appropriate union
within fourteen days of commencing work, and
shall complete sueh applieation.

In effect, the Government say that if any
man snbmits a tender for a contract to
erect a (Government building and is sue-
cessful in seeuring the work, a Government
supervisor will visit the contractor and

[COUNCIL.]

ask if all the men on the building are fin-
ancial members of a recognised union. If
& contractor wishes to earry on with Gov-
ernment work, I assume that the same con-
ditions will apply to builders as to the
manufacturer of supplies to neet the re-
quirements of the Government Tender
Board, and will not be permitted to carry
on with GGovernment work unless this par-
tienlar requirement is strietly adhered fo.
The Minister may say it is not the infen-
tion of the (iovernment to impose any such
condition. At any rate I have deali with
two phases of the matter. When I saw
these conditions embodied in the contract
form, 1 wrote to the Press protesting
against the course that had been adopted,
and pointing out that our Cforefathers
had fought for the frecedom we now
enjoy. If we cast our minds back. we
know that our forefathers had to fight
strennously for the privileges we now enjoy,
and thereby enabled us to boast of our
vaunted freedom. We have said that those
who live in Australia have a perfeet right
to say and think what they like, so long
as thev conform to the law.

Hon. C. B, Williams: So long as they
comply with the wishes of the majority.

Hon. V., Hamersley: And vou have not
zot that behind you.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Instead of enjoy-
ing life in a democratic country, we are
slowly but surely allowing ourselves to be
deprived of those rights, and the privileges
we have enjoved filched from us.

Hon. J. Cornell: It would not he so bad
if those who support this line of action were
dealing with their own money, but it is pub-
lic money that is affeeted.

Hon, A. THOMSON : That is so. We are
drifting to the stage that in other countries
resulted in the rise of dictatorships. I am
afraid many workers who so keenly support
this method of coercion fail to realise that
they are permitting to be filched from the
people generally the privileges that our fore-
fathers fought for and gained. They do not
realise that such an aetion will be detri-
mental to the interests of their -children.
Shortly after I wrote the letter to the Press,
to which I have already referred, I received
a communication from a worker in the fol-
lowing terms:—

I read your very good letter im to-day’s
paper about ‘‘this freedom,'’ and thias letter

is about something you and the genmeral public
don’t know., I was sent with a party of C
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elass sustenance workers, mostly sick men and
eripples, last November to Gangara, which
is seven miles out from Guildford. As soonm as
we arrived at the Guildford atation there was
an officer from the Forests Department, and
we had to sign n form to let the department
take 28, 6d. a fortnight out of our wages for
the A WU.— .

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Did you say he was
an officer of the Government?

Hon, A. THOMSON: Yes. The writer

says he was an officer of the Forests De-

partment.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Shame!

Hon. A. THOMSON: The letter con-
tinnes:—

——or else lose our job. The department stops
2g. 6d. every pay, and hands it over to the
AWYU, and the representative at the eamp
gives us a receipt for the 23, 6d. at the union’s
loisure, sometimes two, or three months
after:

Hon. C. B. Williams: That alone shows
what sort of a liar he is.

Hon, A, THOMSON: To continue the let-
ter :— .
I have heen n unionist all my life, and I don't
like this method of collecting union fees.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Do you mean to
say the man would not have been given a
receipt the moment he paid his subseription?
Why quote from the letter of a liart

Hon. A. THOMSON: T will not be side-
tracked. T shall continue to voice my pro-
test against an action of the Government
in doing something they have no right te do.
I am not opposed to industrial unionism. I
recognise that the nnions bave performed ex-
cellent work in hettering the condilions of
the working man. The unions have done
that by voluntary effort in the past, and they
are strong enough to-day to do it without
requiring the Government to eompel men to
join unions. Those of us who have passed
through union ranks know just a little of
how the policy of coercion is enforced. I
shall gunote the position regarding unionism
to indicate their membership and their fin-
ancial resources. In the latest issue of the
“Statistical Register” it is disclosed that in
1933 the union membership aggregated
38,300; in 1934 the total number of indms-
trial unionists was 43,657, and in 1935 the
number {ofalled 44589. The doenment
shows that in 1935 the income enjoyed by
the unions totalled £87,756, indieating the
funds that were at their disposal. I have
no objection to gennine unionism, and I
should think that to-day the unions are suffi-
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ciently strong to be able to compel any man
who has a job on & building or elsewhere,
to become a wunionist. In plain language
they say, “We shall not work with you.” We
learn that in the Eastern States there is
trouble on a mine, and the miners there have
refused to work because ome man employed
is not a recogmised unionist, I have before
me a copy of the oath that every Minister
of the Crown has to take when he accepts
his ministerial post. I propose to read it,

and I shall claim that Ministers, whe
promulgated this ukase, should be im-
peached for breaking the oath that
they took. The Hon. H. Millington

is the Minister for Works, and as such
is the Minister who has to accept direct
responsibility for the instructions that
have been issued and to which there has been
so much reference. We all know that pres-
sare was brought to bear on the Govern-
ment by Trades Hall, and the tepresentatives
of that body waited upon the Minister
and insisted wpon the application of the
pelicy of preference to unionists. Unfortu-
nately the Government have aequiesced in
doing something that in my opinion is abso-
lutely wrong.

Hon. J. Cornell: Canon Moore is on the
carpet to-day.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Yes, because he
dared to say what I, tao. believe.

Hon, C. B. Williams: He favours a policy
of seab wages and all the elergy favour that.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Making use of the
Minister for Works in relation to the oath,
I shall read the complete document in the
following terms:—

I, Harold Millington, do swear that I wili
well and truly serve our Bovereign Lord King
George the Sixth, His Heirs and Successors,
in the office of Minister for Public Works, and
I willi do right to all manner of people after
the laws and usages of this realm without fear-
or favour, affeetion or ill-will.

I ask Ministers if they have been true to the
obligations of their oath. In view of the oath
Ministers have taken to act “without fear or
favour, affection or ill-will,” what right have
they to say to any cilizen of the State
{hat he shall not work on a Government econ-
tract of any descripbion unless he is a finan-
¢ial member of a recognised union? In my
opinion, Ministers have committed a breach
of their solemn obligations, and it is time
that some determined effort was made by
the public to maintain the rights and privil-
eges for which their forefathers fought so
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hard. I definitely contend that Ministers are
net carrying out (heir obligations. Why are
Ministers favouring the Trades Hall and the
trade unions by compelling people who,
owing to dire necessity, unfortunately have
to accept sustenance work in various parts
of the State, to become unionists? Men have
been dismissed because they refused to bow
to this dictation. Men are entitled to their
principles, and why should they be dismissed
from work merely heeanse they refused to
juin a anion? Tun cffect, the Government say
to such men, “So far as we are concerned,
vou and your children shall not live. Tt doe:
not matter to us. Join our union and we
will allow you to continue to live.” For my
own part 1 have cncountered many diffienl-
ties. I know what it is to traverse the hard
road of adversity and I ean appreciate the
difficuities that many of these people have
had to faee. It is not right for any Govern-
menl, irrespective of their political creed, to
adop sueh a Iine of action, and I vould pro-
test just as strongly it a National Govern-
ment had pursued such a course.

Hon. C. B. Williams: And why do you not
protest against the actions of the Federal
Government—

The PRESIDENT: Order!
member will keep order.

Hon. A. THOMBON: I want the people
of Wostern Anstralia to be free and te have

The hon.

the right te work untrammelled in this
respeet.  Tn the words of Disraeli—
Once England was for the few. XNow we

have made it a land for the many, and we
dream and contrive for the days when it shall
be a land for all.

That is what one of our greatest statesmen
said in the early days when they were fight-
ing for the freedom of the people, and that
is one of my dreams, too, for this State.
I sincerely trust that the Government of the
State will strive fo make it a land for all,
not only for those contributing to the recog-
nised trades unions. I feel very deeply on
this point. I myseif have passed np from
the rank and file, and in all sincerity I do
wish to see my children and their children’s
children have opportunity of bettering
themselves rather than living under the hard
conditions in which 1 onece lived. I do hope
that the Government will see the error of
their ways in this vespect and give every
man the right to live and work.

Hon. C. B. Williams: The trade unionists
will see to that.

Hon. A, THOMSOX : They do.

[COUNCIL.)

Hon. C. B. Williams: And they will con-
tinue to do so.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Then why is it
necessary for the Government to introduce
all fhese regulations compeliing an employer
to become a collector for the union?

Hon. C. B. Williams: Because they wil
not let the trades unionists into their shops.

Hon. A, THOMSON: The honourable
member cannot deceive me in that. I know
hoth sides of the guestion and in speaking
as I do T am only endeavouring

Hon. C. B. Williams: You perhaps do not
know what vou are talking about.

The PRESIDENT: Order! The honour-
able member will have an opportunity to
speak later.

Hon, A. THOMSON: I am always ready
to listen to anything reasonable, and I have
found the honourable member reasonable at
times. Probably just now he thinks I am
unreasonahle, Yet I say, let us honestly fight
for what we believe to he right and correet.
That is all I am doing now.

Hon. C. B. Williams: 1In
unionists have no chance.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Now I have regis-
tered my protest on that point. Certainly I
fecl very deeply about it. A man is sent to
Parliament to do what he thinks right, and
ever since I have been a public man I have
endeavoured to place hefore the people the
view I thought to be right. What I am say-
ing to-night may not be popular, but it
would be interesting to see if it were not
possible to impeach Ministers,

Hon, C. By Williams: If they do not do
what they ave required to do, they will he
impeached.

Hon. A. THOMSON : Let us now turn to
the question of youth employment. The
Government were goed enough to appoint
Mr. Wolff a Royal Commissioner to inquire
into this all-important question, and I hope
that when Mr. Wolffs’ report is tabled we
shall be able to deal with it fully. Aeccord-
ing to figures prepared by the Parliament-
ary officials for the Commonwealth Govern-
ment there are 20,000 unemployed youths in
Anstralia and if is stated that we have 1,100
of them,

Hon. J. Nicholson: What is the date of
that report?

Hon. A. THOMSON : T have not the date,
but it is certainly authentic. Mr. Kenneally
had something-to say upon the guestion. I
want to congratulate Mr. Kenneally on his

some shops
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honest endeavour to inerease employment in
Woestern Australia, so far as encouragement
ta local factories is concerned. There was
published an interview with him in the
conrze of which he made a  statement ve-
vorted as follows:—

A hig question which had to be faced in
Australia was the shortage of technicians, This
was Iargely aceounted for by the fact that
during the depression many youths lost the
opportunity of qualifying for various trades,
and when the depression began to lift they
had grown tec old to commenee to gain the
knowledge, Technical education could be used
to overcome this, but it would have to he made
more attractive. He had in mind some form
of combination bhetween techmical education
and the cinema, by which, instead of staying
away from classes, youths would look forward
with pleasure to their studies, and would he
training while being entertained. Certainly
added money would be needed for this, but when
a matter was one of national urgency sueh as
youth employment was, the people of the nation
shonld be prepared to play their part. *‘These
youths have Jost their opportunities through
the depression, which was no fault of theirs,’?
Mr. Kenneally said. ‘‘If they had lost through
war I have no doubt that the nation would
have risen to the task of restoring to them their
lost opportunities.”?

I entirely concar with that eoncluding para-
graph. As members are aware, the Com-
monwealth Government allocated to this
State £14,000 to provide vocational training
for young men without employment. The
following is taken from the speech of the
Gtovernor General dealing with this sub-
Jeet :—

The Commonwealth Government after con-
fering with the Statc Governments has agreed
to make a grant of £200,000 for the financial
vear 1937-38 to assist the State Governments
to previde vozational training for those boys
and young men now hetween the ages of 18
and 25 who lost their opportunity for training
during the depression. The State Governments
have agreed to carry out a survey to ascertain
the degree of unemployment in each State in
this age group, and will submit their varions
pruposals to the Commonwealth Government
for approval. Before the end of that finanecial
vear the matter will be again congidered in the
Yight of the experience gained.

Tt was the intention of the Federal Govern-
ment to provide moncy so that those youths
could have an opportunity to be trained.
Yet we find that on the 16th July My,
Hawke, the Minister for Employment,
stated that he had discussed the matter with
the Superintendent of Technieal Eduecation,
Mr. liyneh, and that Mr. Lynel’s preposal
was that of the £14,000 alloecated to this
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State, £8,000 should be for additions to the
Perth Technical School; £1,000 for the
Technical School at Fremantle; £2,000 for
extension of buildings and egquipment at the
Kalgoorlie Sehool of Mines; £800 for
engineering workshop and drawing room
and Diesel engines at the Wiluna School ot
Mines and £1,200 for buildings and equip-
ment at fAve country centres. As wusual,
when it comes to the alloeation of money, we
find that although half the population of
Western Australia is scattered throughout
the State, concentration takes plade and out
of £14,000 a paltiy £1,200 is going to be
allocated to five eountry centres. I strongly
objeet to this money being utilised in the
manner proposed by Mr. Hawke. I say
that, as Mr. Kennenlly has pointed out, our
bounden duty is to do all we can for those
vouths who lost their opportunity to traim
owing to the depression. Aund, as Mr, Ken--
neally deelaved, had it been owing to the
war, the nation wounld have made it up: tor
them. Yet here the Government propose to
spend the whole of this £14,000 in erecting
buildings and providing equipment which
will not assist one of those young men: be-
tween 18 and 25 years of age.

Hon, T. Moore: Out of how mueh?¥

Hon. A, THOMSON: Qut of £14,000.

Hon. T. Moore: It is a mere flea bite.

Hon. A. THOMSON: 8till it remained
for the Commonwealth Government to force
this State to do something in the matter, be-
canse up to date this State has not provided
anything for those youths and their fraining.
Tt is true we had the Jubilee Appeal, but
what actually happened? They said, ‘“We
will teach these bovs a little about Diesel
engines.”  And those are young men between
18 and 23 years of age and whose parenis
are not in a position to maintain them for
15 weeks while they go along to technieal
schools to gain a certain amount of technical
knowledge.

The Chief Secretary: What is the hon.
member’s snggestion?

Hon. A. THOMSON: Some effort should
be made to establish a system somewhat
parallel with that which was in existence
after the war when voeational training was
given. But to-day we find this difficulty,
that a young man of from 18 to 25 years of
age may go to a contractor or to a business
man and say “I am willing to work for you
=0 long as you give me enough for my food,
provided I have also opportunity to learn a
trade or profession.” And what reply does
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that young men get? The employer says,
“Much as I should like to afford you that
opportunity to learn a trade, the Arbitration
Court award will not permit me fo do so. A
union representative will guickly come along
and deelare that I must pay you the reeog-
nised rate of wage.”

on. J. Nichelson: The one position nulli-
fies the other,

Hon. A. THOMSONXN : That is the position.
Therefore we have the spectaele that there
are in this State 1,100 young men hetween
18 and 25 years who, so far as the Govern-
ment are eoncerned, are doomed for all time,
and must remain in the unskilled ranks of
workers. But I say we have a duty to per-
form towards those men; the duty to see
that they have the same oppertunities as I
and others have had to learn a trade. I
hope that when Mr. Wolfi does submit his
report it will he found to contain something
of a constructive character. I ask the Gov-
ernment is it not time that they recognised
their duty to those young men and is it not
time that the unions also recognised their
duty to those young men by allowing greater
elasticity in the union regulations. 1 admit
that in some cases they have fo a ecrtain ex-
tent looked the other way as it were while
some of those young fellows were afforded
assistanee. Still we find the emplovers heing
prosecuted and fined on the plea that they
have on their list of employees one or
two jnniors more than are provided for in
the award. What is to he the future of tho-e
voung men who bave not any opportunity to
Jearn a trade but have to go out on pick and
shovel work? Is it any wonder that we are
breeding Bolshevists? At the University we
train young men, in the highest degree and
when they have finished their studies theyx

are offered some work in the forests
or out on the roads where they ean
carry on with pick and shovel. This i

conditional on their joinine a union. 1T
feel very keenly about this. Western Aus-
tralia owes a dnty to these young men. I
would like to sec some relaxation of the
union regulations. I know of firms in my
distriet who have heen approached by voung
men for employment. Recently a yvoung fel-
low of 24 asked a contractor in Katanning
if he might learn the trade, as it was one for
which he always had a liking. He asked the
contractor to take him on, but the eontractor
said, “I should like to give you the oppor-
tunity yon desire, hut I dare not do so.”” Jt
is time something was done for these men.

[COUNCIL.]

I admit that the money it is proposed to
spend in providing faeilities for special
technival edueation will be beneficial to
vouths who are ecoming on now, but it will
not assist those who under preseni condi-
tions are desirous of learning a trade. Sup-
pose a boy has spent 15 wecks at the Tech-
nical College in St. George’s-terrace, and is
now possessed of a serap of paper to say
that he has passed the test. That will not
help him to get & job driving a Diesel engine,
nor any other job, These young men have
no hope of getting & job. 1 know of cases
where influence lias been brought to bear,
but without snceess. Parents have ap-
proached the Siate Shipping Service and
a~ked that their hoys might be taken on as
greasers so that they might qualify for bet-
ter things. Probably the State Shipping
Service would he pleased to take them on,
but, if they did so, the union wounld say at
once that the positions thus created must he
rendered permanent. The service would thus
be establishing a precedent, and in futare
wonld have to employ one or more addi-
tional greasers There is no doubt that em-
ployers and would-be employers are facing
many difficulties of this sort. It may be said
thot the amount available for youth cmploy-
ment is a fleabite so far as the Commron-
wealth grant is concerned this vear, but if
it were spent in the desired direclion it
would represent a good start. The Com-
monwealth Government have realised their
responsibilities, but I regret to say the
State has not done so in the past.

Hon, T. Moore: The Commonwealth Gov-
ernment have a barsting Treasury.

Hon. A, THOMSON: The State Govern-
ment have heen able to find money for many
other things.

Ion, T. Moore: There is a great deal they
are unable to do.

Hon. A. TITOMSOXN: The State Govern-
ment could provide at least £200.000 a vear
for this purpose. There was passed thirough
this House a Bill to provide for a financial
emergeney tax. When it was brought he-
fore Parliament, it was stated that it was
brought down to help the Government to
find work for the unemployed. There is
nothing to prevent the Governmoent from
allecating £200,000 of that moeney so that
the hoys who were debarred from the oppor-
tunity to learn a trade beecanse of ihe de-
pression should be given that opportanity
now. I am sure such a move would have
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the whole-hearted support of all members.
I put that forward as a practical sugges-
tion.

The Chief Secretary: You know that this
House refused to vecognise that as a fax
for the nnemployed.

Hon. A. THOMSOX: I do not know that
it refused to recognise it as snch, hut the

conditions under which it was introduced
are those I have stated.
The Chief Sceretary: No.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Tf the State Gov-
ernment were fo earmark for this purpose
£200,000 or £300,000 of the financial emer-
geney tax, the State Grants Commission
would recognise it as a fair and just thing,
and make due allowance when considering
further grants to Western Australia. The
Staie Government should certainly fake this
step. I have been able to place my bovs in
business only because T had a business into
which to place them. Other lads have learnt
a trade beeause their fathers have been doing
a cerfain amount of work. Hundreds of
other lads, however, have had no such op-
portunity. There was a good deal of dis-
cussion regarding the delinqueney of vouth
on the goldfields. One parent said, “Clive
our hoys an opportunity to learn a trade.”
I am fuolly in accord with that remark. I
urge upon the Government to give serious
attention to the necessity for doing some-
thing definite to help these youths. I know
of many boys who have been at home for
months. They bave tried every avenue but
have been unable to get a job of any
kind. Mr. Kenneally says they are
too old to learn a trade, but I
deny that. I hope thex will he given the
opportunity to try. I should like to quote
from a message from Earl Baldwin entitled
“*A Summons to Youth.” He said—

The Christian State proclaimg human per-
sonality to be supreme; the servile State de-
nies this. Every compromise with the infinite
value of the human soul leads straight back to
savagery and the jungle. Expel this truth of
our religion and what follows? The insolence
of dominion and the cruelty of despotism. De-
nounce religion as the opinm of the people
and you swiftly proceed to demounce political
liberty and civil liberty as opium. Freedom
of speech goes, tolerance follows, and justice
is no more. The fruits of the free spirit of
men do not grow in the garden of tyramny.
It has been well said that slavery 18 a weed
that grows in every soil. As long as we have
the wisdom to keep the sovereign authority
of thia country as the sanctuary of liberty, the
sacred temple comsecrated to our common
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faith, men will turn their faces towards us
aud draw their breath more freely.

In these words the ex-Prime Minister of
England is asking veuths to play theie part
for theiv country’s sake. Equally is it the
duty of the country to see that they are
given the opportunity fo do so. I eon-
grafulate My, AMiles upon his exeellent
speech and bis remarks eoncerning the de-
velopment of the North-West. 1 agree
with him when he said that the Federal
tiovernment probably could and would de-
velop that portion of Western Australia
very much better than apparently the State
has been ghle to do. 1t is very disappoint-
ing to learn that we have fewer people in
the North to-day than were there years
agn. That is not a sign of progress. T
strongly resent the propaganda in the Press
concerning the development of Yampi
Sound. For eountless vears that iror ore
has remained nntouched. Now we have the
opportunity to put it to good nse, and fo
employ somewhere about 1,000 people in
4 new industry.  As pointed out by Mr.
Miles, this would mean opening up and
developing deep-water ports in the North.
I would say to the Federal Government:
**Hands off: let the development of Yampi
Sound proceed.’”’ I congratulate the Min-
ister for Mines and the Government on
their attitude in this matter, and their
evident desire to see this portion of Wes-
tern MAustralia opened up. It is anticipated
that the industry will provide emplovment
for many West Australians. No doubt the
work will be hard, but I am sure that most
of the wmen concerned will he pleased to
have the work.

Hon. G. W. Miles: And they will get it
at no cost to the State.

Hon. A, THOMSON: That is so. It is
the duty of evervone to encourage the es-
tablishment of an industry such as this,
and the introduction of foreign capital. [
notice that numbers of members of Parlia-
ment have advocated the extension of the
broad gauge line from Kalgoorlie to Fre-
mantle. Some of the advoeates have been
senators of the Federal Parliament. A
plan appeared in the Press on the 3rd July
last indicating the proposed route to be
followed, running parallel to the existing
State railway as far as Northam; and
then there is the suggestion that it should
divert to Toodyay and come throngh Bulls-
brook to Midland Junction. T hope that



138

those who are wrging this extension of the
broad gange will consider the position of
the State. 1f the Commonwealth Govern-
ment - construet a broad gauge line paral-
lel to the State railway it must anean finan-
cial disaster for Western Australia. We
have the double track to Spencer’s Brook,
and thereafter it is a single track to Kal-
goorlie. This represents 521 miles. Ae-
cording to the Government Statistician,
this 521 miles of railway cost £3,932 per
mile, vepresenting a capital cost to Wes-
tern Australia from Loan Funds of
£2,090,572. I believe that this seection,
owing to the prosperous nature of the gold
mining industry, is showing a small profit,
If the Commonwealth construct a broad
gauge line parallel to the present railway,
a considerable portion of the capital cost
will be losi. I am very keen to see this
extension bunilt from Xalgoorlie to Fre-
mantle, but I hope that serions considera-
tion will he given to the route to he fol-
lowed.

Hon. G. W, Miles: What about the line
coming through Brookfon?

Hon. A. THOMSON: For many yvears I
have advocated a line through Corrigin
and Brookton to take the place of the
proposed route from Brookton to Armadale.
That would open up new country. would
provide transport for the area coneerned,
and would not create as keen competition
with our existing railway as would be the
case if the broad gauge followed the exist-
ing route.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon, A, THOMSOXN: Before ten 1 was
snggesting that people should seriously con-
sider rejecting the proposal for the con-
struction of a transeontinental line parallel
with the existing railway. T hope our Gov-
crnment will not agree to sach a propos<al.
On one peint T agree with Mr. Fraser, and
that is his advoecaey of the covering of third-
party risk in connection with motors., No
metor vehicle shonld he liconsed to fravel
until the third-party risk has heen covered.
In fact, that featnre shounld be part and par-
cel of the license, as is the ecase in South
Australia. I do not, however, agree with
Afr. Fraser that this business shonld become
part and pareel of State insurance, Wesfern
Australia should retain the same privilege
and liberty as exist in South Australia with
regard to insuring risks. I may have an

[COUNCIL.]

vpportunity later of dealing with State in-
~urance, and so I shall not traverse that as-
peet now. 1 hope the (Rovernment will give
serious consideration to legislation for cover-
ing the third-party visk in the case of motor
vehicles. As has been pointed out, accidents
happen, and frequently the breadwinner is
taken away, while the person responsible for
the aecident is not in a position to pay any
compensation whatever,

Hon. J. Nicholson: T am not sure whether
in South Australia rights ave given to hos-
pitals and others attending to the injured.
. Hon, A, THOMSOX : That is all provided
for in the South Austvalian Aet. However,
to deal with that matter in detail now wounld
take too long. As regards the Agricultural
Bank, with other members 1 regret the
demise of Mr. McCallum. We also regret
that Mr. Berkeley unfortunately bhas had to
Irave his position, though only temporarily.
T hope that the (Government, when making
new appointments, will seleet what I may
term men of agricaltural development mind.
We want to get away from the idea that the
Agrienltural Bank exists only to raise funds
and colleet repayments. The institution has
performed a most usetul task in connection
with the opening-up and development of the
country. T am pleased that the Agrieultural
Bank has entrusted to Goldshrough, Mort and
Co. the sale of the various properties which
the institution has on itz hands. 1 strongly
resent the letters which have heen sent to the
Enstern States deerying the value and pro-
ductivity of Western Australian land. DMMr.
PPiesse las quoted facts and figures dealing
with the average wheat yield of the land
available here. It affords wonderful oppor-
tunities for men with capital to take up
partly-developed areas. In my opinion, the
cron settlement blocks which are avatlable
to-day for those desirous of taking up that
valling offer more than is offered in anv
other part of the world. The prices at whirh
vavant holdings are offered arve extremely
reasonable. Provided a man has a certain
amonnt of eapital enabling him to earrv on
without looking to the Agrienltural Bank,
there are great opporfunities awaiting him
here, Considerable diseussion has taken
place with regard to foreigners taking up
those areas. If our own people will not take
them np, then foreigners who are astute
enongh to seize the opportunity should be
permitted to do ro, because we enmmot afford
to let thaze areas go back to the virgin state.
The present group settlers have no eapital;



{18 Avcust, 1937.]

they have expended the little they possessed,
and special consideration should be extended
to them so that they may remain on their
blocks. Unfortunately there is a poliey, if
not of deliberately evicting settlers, vet of
making the position intolerable and thus
compelling them to go off. I support the re-
commendation put up by the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Association that only a small rate of
interest chould be paid by the settlers. Many
of them have put in years of their lives on
those bloeks, anel ave entitled to considera-
tion. At the present time they are hamstrung
by Iack of ecapital. The Agrieultural Bank
ocrasionally sends an unforfunate settler a
c¢hoque for somothing like 4s. Gd. on which
he is to live for a month. The position is
tragic and absurd. I hope the new Commis-
sioners, whoever may he appoinfed, will
show themselves svmpathetic in that respeet.
As a suggoesfion helpful to Agricultural
Bank clients and farmers generally, I urze
the Government to eonsider the appointment
of a veterinary surgeon in the Great South-
ere distriet or, failing that, the subsidising
of a surgeon to estabiish himself there, After
all, stock is valuable; and the expenditure
involved in seeuring the services of a veter-
inary surgeon wounld be wise expenditure,

Hon. J. Nicholson: A permanent man
would be required at each centre.

Hon. A, THOMSON: If a veterinary sur-
geon were stationed at a suitable centre, he
could proceed by motor ear in response to
telephone calls from other centres. I sup-
port the remarks of Mr. Piesse in regard
to Mr. Vaughan, who for many years was
a Government fruit inspector. He was pro-
minent in the life of the Albany and Mt.
Barker districts, where he was very highly
regarded. Through the age limit he is called
upon to retire. I wish to assure the Gov-
ernment that there is no man in the service
whose abilities are more highly valued by
the settlers in respect of establishing the
growth of clovers, and I suggest that the
State should continme to avail itself of his
skill and knowledge, Now let me deal briefly
with the position as regards expendituze.
Alr. Baxter pointed out that the major pro-
portion of the expenditure has been in the
metropolitan area. I suggest that a certain
proportion of the money available should be
set aside for couniry distriets. I ask the
Chief Seoretary to urge upon the Minister
for Works that consideration should be given
to the reclamation scheme in eonnection with
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the Albany harbour. We are anxious to have
bulk handling faeilities and superphosphate
works cstablished theve. Thanks to Gov-
ernment assistance, we have seen the estab-
lishment of what we believe will prove a huge
industry in the Great Sonthern distriet,
namely, the export of fat lambs, T trust the
Government will eanse to be prepared a ctn-
erete scheme for reclaiming land at Albany
and huilding wharves on it, thus enabling
bulk handling facilities®and saperphosphate
works to operate right on the sea front. This
would mean a reduetion in the cost of load-
ing and unloading ships. I trust this sug-
gestion will be noted and a survey made.
The time has arrived for the establishment
of a general anthority for ports, something
like the body existing in South Australia
for the administration of ports generally.
Ar present Fremantle gets the bulk of the
expenditure. The Country Party stand for
every port receiving the trade which natar-
ally belongs to it. Now I wish ¢o touch
briefly on finanee. I am alarmed at the in-
crease in our publie debt. 1n 1932, prior
to the present Government coming inte
power, our debt per head stood at £180.182,
In 193G, five vears later, it stood at £392
per head. In 1932 cur population totalled
+36,798. In 1936 it totalled 451,057, an in-
erease of only 14,259, With that small addi-
tion to population, our indebtedness in-
ereased by £11,375,824. Tn another place and
in this Chanmber I have for many years urged
that we shounld have a finance committee or
committee of aecounts, and also a publie
works committee. I east no reflection what-
ever on the present Administration; but the
position is that if a Cabinet Minister decides
to launch out on expenditure, there is mno
cheek. When the Estimates come down, the
money has heen spent and it is too late to
raise objections. As members of Parlia-
ment we should be in a position to serutinise
schemes before money is expended on them.
I strongly recommend the Government to
give consideration to my snggestion. Its
adoption would relieve them of a great deal
of responsibility. In all carnestness and
sincerity, if we had a punblic works com-
mittec or a finance committee in existence,
we shounld not be discussing with the warmth
that has been shown to-night the policy of
preference to unionists. However, what I
say applies to all Governments. Though to
a certain extent we are out of the depres-
sion, we are still borrowing money just as
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fast as previously, It should be the aim of
every Western Australian Government, and
of the present Government in partienlar, to
do their utmost to encourage private enter-
prise. In the matter of the trolley buses,
8 union secretary was delighted to find that
the Midland workshops were the lowest
tenderers  for the construction of the
bodies, It means that more men will
be emploved by the Government in-
stead of hy Rivate employers. 1
would point out to those people who are
so keen on everything being done by the
Government that the private employer has
to pay rates and taxes. He has to pay in-
eome tax and land tax, and if the people are
going to have evervthing constructed by the
Government, T want to know where the
money is eoming from to pay for alt thesc
thing=. It is in the interests of the people
of Australta, including the workers them-
selves, that these works should he carried out
by private enterprise. 1f a man s working
as a railway employee and is dissatisfied
with his position, it is not mueh use his com-
plaining, because there iz no other employer
in a porition in Western Australia to engage
him in similar work, The same thing applies
to the body builders. On the other hand, if
a man is working for a private firm and is
dissatistied with his position, there are other
employers to whom he may turn in order to
hetter his position. I therefore urge upon
the Government that it is not in the interests
of the workers as a whole that these under.
takings should be carried ont always by the
Government. [t should be the duty of the
Government to foster the imtroduction of
new capital and do their utmost to reduce
Government expenditure =0 far as loan
moneys are coneerned. T have veceived,
probably in common with other hon. mem-
bers, a letter trom the Road Board Associa-
tion sugpesting that the railway authorities
should be compelled to pay rates and taxes
on praperties_from which they are deriving
rent. 1 think they should. 1t is not right
that in a place like Aerredin, where the
Railway Department constructed houses on
their own property, the local authorities
should have to provide all convenienees, and
yet be unable to eollect rates.

Hon. H. Tuckey: That matter has heen
put forward several times,

Hon, A, THOMSON: T am strongly in
favour of their having to pay rates. It is
up to the Government fo see that that is
done.

[COUNCIL))

Hon, J. Cornell: Often the Railway De-
partmont charge more for rent for these
houses than do private landlords.

Hon, A. TIIOMSOXN: Yes. We have
heard a great deal abont the enormous redue-
tions of freight in respect of wheat and other
commedities. Reference to the Railway De-
partment’s report shows that 66,000 tons less
wheat has been earted this year by the de-
partinent, and speaking from memory, I
think that represents a loss of £53,526 in
railway Ireight. This indicates that upon
the suceess of the furming ecommunity de-
pends the success of the Railway Depart-
ment, and, indeed, of the ecity as well. I
ilesire to read a letter dealing with the Rail-
way Department. 1t is common knowledge
that in the metropaolitan and suburban area,
oumibnses, tramwanys and railways earry
perambulalors and go-carts free of cost, and
rightly so, but I bave had a letter from a
friend of mine in the country showing that
a different state of affairs exists there. Tt
was pointed out that a woman who had
pushed a youngster in a pram for two miles
to get to a train, travelling over rough road
on the journey, had to pay 10d. for her own
tare, 3d. for the earriage of her pram to her
destination, and 5d. for the return trip.
At the same time & man who was a worker
dropped his bundle of tools in the {rain, and
they were carried free, and rightly so. The
lady eonsidered that her pram had as much
right to be carried free of charge as the
man’s tools. 1 wrote to the Railway Depart-
ment to ascertain if the same privilege
canld be granted to mothers in the country,
namely, thut when visiting their market
towns thev should be able to have their
perambulators carried free. I propose to
read the reply I received, and which shows
that as far as the railwavs are concerned,
and generally as far as the Government are
coneerned, there is one law for the city and
one law for the country, and generally to the
disadvantage of the country.

Hon. J. Nicholson: There is no difference
in the city with regard to the earriage of
perambulators.

Hon, A. THOMSON : Yes there is.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Not on the railways.

Hon. A. THOMSOX : Yes, prams are car-
ried free in the metropolitan area.

Hon. J. Nicholson: That is something new
to me.

Hon, A. THOMSON : This is the letter I
received from the Railway Department—

In reply to your letter of the 3rd inst,, re-
Intive to the freight on prams in country dis-
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triets, I am directed tv inform you that the
carriage of go-carts on country trains is a
different matter from their conveyance in the
metropolitan aren, where stations are equipped
with platforms and staff is available to assist
guards in the handling of the prams to and
trom the vans, Moreover, suburbar brakevan
compartments invarinbly have space to spare,
and their accommodation presents no diffieulty.

2. In the country areas, however, platforms
and staff are not at all points available, and
the handling of prams in brokevans taxed to
eapacity with perishable or other goods often
presents quite a problem, The position would
doubtless be aggravated on many lines, and
probably invelve the department in additional
cxpense were free carrviage to be agreed to,
and in the circumstances the Commissioner re-
greis that he cannot see his way to alter the
existing practice. At the same time, he desires
me to point out that the rate on prams is very
low, and it ean hardly be contended that the
freight imposes an undue burden on countiry
residents.

Hon. V. Hamersley: ‘We have not a
country-minded Government.

Hon. A. THOMSON: That shows the
aftitude adopted. Here is the cuse of a
woman who pushed a pram along two miles
ot rough road. Women in the metropolitan
aven have not to push their prams very far,
and they are acecorded the privilege of frec
carringe. The woman in the country, who
should receive more consideration than she
gets, may still push her pram two miles over
rough country, and then pay freight on the
train in and out. I regret that the Railway
Department have adopted that attitude, but
they have the anthority to say what shall be.
I have hurried over these matters, because
I do not want to spoil the evening for hon.
members, but I would say in conclusion that
it is my intention at a later stage to intre-
duce a Bill to amend the Transport Aet in a
manner similar to that which I previously
suggested, and I will deal with that matter
nore fully when I submit the Bill,

On motion by Hon. T. Moore,

adjourned.

debate

House adjonrned at 751 pm.
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The SPEAKER tock the Chair at .30
p.am.,, and read prayers.

QUESTION—HOSPITAL TAX,
EXPENDITURE.

Mr. BOYLE asked the Minister for
Health: 1, What was the amount realised
under the Hospital Tax Act for the year
ended the 30th June, 19372 2, QOf such
amounts, how much was spent in the same
period on hospital buildings in (a) the
metropolitan avea; (b) in country dis-
triet? 3, How much of the money raised
by the tax in the same period was spent
on maintenance of hospitals in (a) the
metropolitan area; (b) in ecountry distriets?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH replied:
1, £234,599 3s. 6d. 2 (a), £3,171 0s. 44d.;
(b) £17,034 16s. 94d.; total £20,205 17s. 1d.
3 {a) £110,514 1s. 2d.; (b) £85,326 18s.
8d.; total £195,840 19s. 10d.

QUESTION—RURAL RELIEF.

Mr. BOYLE asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, What total amounts have been
made available for the adjustment of far-
mer’s debts under the Rural Relief Act,
1935, by (a) the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. (b) the State Government? 2, What
was the number of applications received
under the Rural Relief Aet, 19357 3, How
many applications were adjusted? 4, How
many are awaiting adjustment? 5, Up to
what date of application by farmers have
applieations been adjusted? 6, Is it the
intention of the Government to give effect
to the district debt adjustment provisions
of Section 9 of the Rural Relief Act? 7,
What was the cost to the 30th June, 1937,
of the administration of the Rural Relief
Act?

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, Advanced—(a) by Commonwealth Gov-



